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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:7-13



Please turn in your Bibles to Mathew chapter 6.



We have now come to what is generally referred to as the Lord’s Prayer. Some refer to it as the Disciple’s Prayer. Either way, it is a prayer that Jesus used as a model prayer. But it is also much more than that. This prayer is steeped with OT hyperlinks that reach deep into the story of the Bible and God’s plan to eventually restore things as they were before the fall. 

I grew up hearing this prayer in church. But it wasn’t in church that I memorized it. I learned it playing baseball. We would recite this prayer prior to each ball game. Years later, when I was coaching, we would pray before each game. And when players were called upon to pray, many times, if not most of the time, they would recite this prayer – with everyone else joining in with them. At that time, being a typical Protestant, I didn’t think much of “reciting” a prayer. I thought of this as mere parroting of a “canned” prayer. This was too much like liturgy, which I thought of as dead and dry religion. At one point, prior to a game, I said something to the affect of, ‘Why doesn’t someone pray a real prayer and not just recite a canned prayer.’ After someone prayed, one of the players who was Catholic, asked me, “What’s wrong with saying an Our Father?” I then went on to extoll to him the merits of praying in an extemporaneous manner. I was wrong. 

One of the things I have come to realize over years of study is that reciting prayers like this was common in both OT and NT times. And it was done this way for a reason. If we look at the liturgy of the OT, it was standard practice to recite certain written prayers. Many of us have heard of the Shema, which was recited three times a day. This was also common in the church all the way up to the Reformation and is still common practice in the Catholic and Orthodox churches. In an attempt to establish a more “personal” way of faith, this fell out of practice among many if not most of the Protestant churches. And in this, I believe we have erred. We have thrown the baby out with the bath water. 

There was a reason for doing things this way. Just as I learned the Lord’s Prayer by saying it before every ball game, the repetition was a means to seal the words, (and should also seal the meaning) into our hearts. Repetition is a good teacher. But some will say, just merely reciting things from rote memory becomes banal and it is this that we lose the meaning of things. This leads to dead, dry religion. Things should be extemporaneous – from the heart. Somewhere along the way we have come to believe that speaking extemporaneously is better. I have even heard people say that people shouldn’t speak or teach from notes. It is as if speaking from notes or reciting things from memory does away with the genuineness of a thing. But I don’t believe that is the way God sees it. After all, He is the one who designed the liturgy of the Temple. But don’t we just seem to check the boxers when we recite something, some liturgy from memory? Sadly, that can be the case. But I believe we can just go through the motions even if we are speaking/ praying extemporaneously. Either way, the human heart is able to gloss over the truths of God and His Word and just go through the motions. This is a condition of a sinful heart, not an issue with whether or not something is memorized or not. Therefore, we need to see the importance of a prayer such as this and how saying on a regular basis can help us. This is not to say that we aren’t to pray any other way. God forbid! There is a time and place for both means of prayer, as we see in the Bible. So, let’s look at this prayer and see that it is to be both recited AND used as a template for our more extemporaneous prayers. 

Please look at Matthew chapter 6, verse 7.

Matt. 6:7   “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as bthe Gentiles do, for cthey think that they will be heard dfor their many words. 8 Do not be like them, efor your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9 fPray then like this:
	 g“Our Father in heaven,
	 hhallowed be iyour name.1
10 	 jYour kingdom come,
	 kyour will be done,2
		lon earth as it is in heaven.
11 	 mGive us nthis day our daily bread,3
12 	 and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 	 And olead us not into temptation,
		but pdeliver us from qevil.4

We have already gone over verse seven a couple weeks ago. But we need to return to it to see that Jesus was speaking of the right attitude in prayer. Remember, we aren’t to pray in public just so people can hear us and think we are pious. We are explicitly told here not to pray like the Gentiles. Pagan prayers were known to be long and rambling. They were seen as unintelligible babbling. The prayer of a Christian is to be an intelligible conversation with God. There is no need for the Christian to attempt to manipulate God. There is no need to think that the desired answer to prayer comes through the word count in that prayer. Why is this? Because we are told that God already knows what we need. Then why ask? Well, for one thing, it is a good exercise. God wants to talk to us, and He wants us to talk to Him. This is why we have the prohibitions regarding necromancy, astrology, and fortune telling. He essentially says, “Just talk to me.” God desires the relationship more than we do. Anyone who is married knows that communication is key to a thriving, long-lasting relationship. Our relationship with God is no different. 

Jesus tells the disciples not to pray as do the Gentiles, but to pray in “this manner.” Let’s look at the prayer and try to break it down in order to plumb the depths of it. 
. 9 fPray then like this:
	 g“Our Father in heaven,
	 hhallowed be iyour name.1
10 	 jYour kingdom come,
	 kyour will be done,2
		lon earth as it is in heaven.

Now, this prayer doesn’t over all aspects we normally see in prayer, specifically. There is no explicit confession of sin. There is no direct thanksgiving for blessing already received. There is no intercession for the needs of the world or for those to whom the disciples are sent. But all of these can be developed from this prayer if we understand all that Jesus is saying here. 

At the time Jesus was teaching on this, similar prayers were already in use in synagogues from the Kadish - a doxology used in synagogue worship. However, what is different is that speaks in the second person; personalizing the prayer. 

This is the first thing we need to see is that Jesus personalizes the prayer from the beginning. In the Gospels, we can see that Jesus refers to God as His Father several times. That shouldn’t come as a surprise as Jesus is His only begotten son. We have already discussed what that means in our series dealing with the thread of the firstborn. But we would do well to remember that that phrase speaks of a special status given to Jesus. The firstborn was normally the one who got the inheritance. Please go back and review all this on the website. 

In the OT, the use of the term, ‘father’ when relating to YHWH is only seen a dozen times, and it is usually used in a metaphorical sense, speaking of carrying Israel as a father would his son. Being that close to YHWH was not necessarily something as possible. There was an assumed distance between God and even His people. Yes, Moses saw God on Sinai, but even then, as at other times, there was a shielding of sorts. But Jesus commonly refers to God as a father. Later, the Apostle Paul speaks of God as Abba, (an Aramaic word) meaning father (Daddy) regarding our relationship with Him. Now, how could Paul say this to people – Gentiles? How did they get this imagery? It only makes sense if people were reciting this prayer mentioned here by Jesus. This helps us to see that this prayer was a part of the liturgy of the church very early on in the history of the movement. 

But Jesus has now moved this terminology from HIS prayer to being able to be used by us. WE are now able to say, “Our Father”. Our status has now changed. We are part of that same family. We may take this lightly, although we shouldn’t. But in Jesus’ day, this was a big deal, as it should be to us also. This is part of the restoration of things back to the way they were in Eden. Jesus is helping us to see that the relationship is to be restored in this inauguration of the kingdom about which He has been speaking. 

The next thing we should see is the use of ‘Heaven’. Some scholars will use the term, ‘skies’ here. The reason they do this has to do with the way we think of Heaven versus the way people did in Jesus’ day. When we hear the term, ‘Heaven’, we tend to think of some place far away, far above – a distant place where we will one day sit on clouds playing harps. This is not the reality of scripture. That will not be our final state.

But to people of the ancient world, both Jews, Christians and even pagans, Heaven was not that far away. Parts of it were distant, but Heaven reached down into our world and even overlapped with it. They touched and interacted. There was not so much distinction between what we call the natural and supernatural world. Therefore, we should think of Heaven and skies as somewhat interchangeable. 

That brings us to the next line of the prayer. 

hhallowed be iyour name.

What does the word “hallowed” mean? 


(Make slide for overhead)
ἁγιάζω hagiazo, hag-ee-ad´-zo; from 40; to make holy, i.e. (ceremonially) purify or consecrate; (mentally) to venerate: — hallow, be holy, sanctify.


Ex. 20:7   h“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

Many of us have come to take this commandment as only speaking of using the name of God as a cuss word. But that isn’t the main point. The word translated “take” means to carry. That means we, as God’s people are not to carry His name in a flippant manner. We aren’t to do anything that would besmirch His character. We aren’t to do anything, speak, live in such a way that frustrates or hinders God’s will. When this is done, God’s name gets bad press, as they say nowadays. God’s name is to be venerated and seen as wholly other, sacred. When are not good imagers, we bring the name of God down to our level. 

Do you remember the story of the exodus? Pharaoh stated that he didn’t know the name of Israel’s God. God was making a name for Himself. By the time Israel reached Jericho, everyone had heard of the God of Israel. 

We can see the importance of God’s name and how it relates to what Jesus is saying should be prayed in this prayer. In Ezekiel 36, there is a long-running recap of Israel’s history and how they transgressed their covenant with God, bring disgrace and shame to His name. It shows how the other nations saw Israel and how they saw that the name of YHWH was brought low. The example is that when God’s people act like the unbeliever, they are seen as hypocrites. When God’s people live in such a way that brings judgment upon them, their actions/ lifestyles then incur the judgment of God which further brings shame to the name of God. Let’s look at what Ezekiel has to say regarding this. As we are reading, what jumps out at you regarding the prayer about which Jesus is speaking? 


Ezekiel 36:18- 27
18 So rI poured out my wrath upon them sfor the blood that they had shed in the land, for the idols twith which they had defiled it. 19 uI scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries. vIn accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. 20 But when they came to the nations, wherever they came, wthey profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ 21 But I had concern xfor my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to which they came.

Ezek. 36:22   “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: yIt is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, wwhich you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23 zAnd I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. aAnd the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 24 bI will take you cfrom the nations and gather you from all the countries and dbring you into your own land. 25 eI will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from fall your uncleannesses, and gfrom all your idols hI will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you ia new heart, and ia new spirit I will put within you. iAnd I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 jAnd I will put my Spirit within you, iand cause you to walk in my statutes and kbe careful to obey my rules.

As you can see, God’s name is very important to Him. It is his reputation that is at stake. How are people supposed to want to worship Him and Him only if His reputation is so bad? Likewise, why would they want to worship Him if His people are no better than anyone else? But what we are also seeing is that Jesus is saying that He is here to fulfill what Ezekiel said about the restoration of the name of God. Jesus is linking both heaven and earth together, in their time, including them in the family, as they are now able to say, “Our Father” in this plan that is coming together in the kingdom of which Jesus has been speaking, where the name of God will once again be hallowed and revered! This is part of what Jesus is telling them to ask for in the prayer. Can you see how this prayer is also eschatological? And there is more eschatology in there. We will see this as we go. 

But what we need to understand today is that this prayer is deeper than many of us have been led to believe. We need to see that the repetition of this and other liturgies in not dead, dry religion. Anything practice can become dead and dry. It is the heart that determines that. But if we were to wake up every day with all that this prayer says in our heads, it would change the way we live. That is one of the purposes of this prayer as well any others. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us not fall into the trap of allowing our hearts to no longer keep God’s name hallowed. Let us not fall into the trap of jut going through the motions with anything regarding our faith. That is like a sickness that takes over the body. Anything good can become dead and/ or dry. But we are here to carry the name of our God in such a way that others want to do the same. And as Ezekiel said, that will only happen by the Spirit which He has place in the heart of the believer. Let’s pray for that also. 




